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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

2. Claims 20-41 and 43-77 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Swenton-Wall et al. (US Patent No. 6,590,586 Bl) in view of Ouellet et al. (US Patent No. 
6,363,052 Bl). 

Regarding claim 20, Swenton-Wall discloses a computerized apparatus for viewing 
images comprising: to sequentially display a set of files [... the slides may be manipulated on a 
simulated on a table by placing the slides in a simulated slide carousel... see abstract ]; and means 
for connecting the dial to the set of files [..the digital carousel facilities sequencing of images for 
presentation by reordering slides., see col. 2, lines 1-15]; however, Swenton-Wall fails to 
explicitly teach a dial capable of being visually dialed through rotations. 
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Ouellet teaches a dial capable of being visually dialed through rotations (see col. 3, lines 
1-65). It would have been obvious to one of an ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide a dial capable of being visually dialed through rotations as taught by 
Ouellet to the interface for a browse image of Swenton-Wall in order to enhance user friendly 
generally intuitive interface for user with a computer system which has sufficient flexibility and 
capability to be used in a variety of different visually dialed through rotations display on screen. 

Regarding claim 21, Swenton-Wall discloses further comprising means for increasing the 
speed of sequentially displaying the set of files [image illustrated with horizontal and verticle 
shadow bars on a left and right side.. .see col. 5, lines 1-23 and col. 5, lines 47-54]. 

Regarding claims 22 and 23, Swenton-Wall discloses further comprising: means for 
modifying the set of files; and further comprising: means for sequentially viewing individual 
files across more than one set of files [see col. 6, lines 13-38 and figures 3 A]. 

Claim 24 differ from claim 1 in that "a computer-readable medium having 
computer-executable instructions to cause a computer to perform a method comprising: linking a 
set of files, and coupling a dial with the set of file; the dial capable of being dialed through 
rotations, and wherein the set of files is sequentially displayed when the dial is dialed" which 
broadly read on Ouellet (see col. 4, lines 8-63). 

Regarding claims 25 and 26, Swenton-Wall discloses having further computer-executable 
instructions wherein a dial setting further increases a speed that the files are sequentially 
displayed; and having further computer-executable instructions wherein the dial has a stop point 
where file sequencing is stopped and one file is displayed (see col. 4, lines 23-67). 
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Regarding claims 27 and 28, Swenton-Wall discloses having further 
computer-executable instructions wherein pushing the dial in will select the file; and having 
further computer-executable instructions wherein pushing the dial in will allow sequencing of 
files across more than one set of files (see col 5, lines 25-65). 

As claims 29-30 are analyzed as previously discussed with respected to claims 24-28 

above. 

Regarding claims 31-33, Swenton-Wall discloses wherein the set of sequentially linked 
files are modified to flag a file location; and wherein the computer-readable medium activates 
the dial to display files sequentially across more than one set of sequentially linked files (see col. 
6, lines 1-21 and figures 3A-6A). 

Regarding claim 34, Swenton-Wall discloses a networked server system comprising: 
means for posting a linked set of files for display; and means for sequentially displaying the 
content of the linked set of files via a dial capable of being dialed through rotations (see col. 8, 
lines 21-47). 

As claims 34-41 and 43 are analyzed as previously discussed with respected to claims 1 
and 24 above. 

Regarding claims 44 and 60, Swenton-Wall discloses a method for presenting 
presentations, the method comprising: receiving an input via an interface representing a user 
manipulable dial capable of being dialed through rotations; and sequentially displaying at least 
one; presentation from a preselected set of presentations in response to the input (see col. 4, lines 
23-67). 
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Regarding claim 45, Swenton-Wall discloses wherein the input is received by visually 
dialing the user manipulable dial (see figures 4-6A). 

As claims 47-59 and 61-68 are analyzed as previously discussed with respected to claims 
1 and 31-34 above. 

Regarding claim 69, Swenton-Wall discloses wherein the method further comprises: 
determining a dialing speed of the dialing; and sequentially displaying the at least one 
presentation in a presentation rate associated with the dialing speed (see col. 6, lines 22-67). 
As claims 70-77 are analyzed as previously discussed with respected to claims 1, 31-34 and 44 
above. 

Response to Amendment 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 05/03/04 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

On page 11, third paragraph of the remark. All the claims are rejected under 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Swenton-Wall et al. (US Patent No. 6,590,586 Bl) in view of Ouellet et 
al. (US Patent No. 6,363,052 Bl) are proper should be sustained. 

In response to applicant's argument on pages 11-12 that there is no suggestion to 
combine the references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where 
there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the references 
themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re 
Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and In re Jones, 958 R2d 347, 21 
USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, Ouellet teaches a dial capable of being visually 
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dialed through rotations used in combination of Swenton- Wall's interface for a browse image. 
One skill in the art would have been obvious to provide a dial capable of being visually dialed 
through rotations as taught by Ouellet to the of Swenton- Wall in order to enhance user friendly 
generally intuitive interface for user with a computer system which has sufficient flexibility and 
capability to be used in a variety of different visually dialed through rotations display on screen. 

At page 1 1-12, of the remark, applicant argues that the combination of Swenton- Wall and 
Ouellet fails to teach or suggest "a dial of being capable of being visually dialed through 
rotation". However, the limitations as claimed which read on Ouellet "By moving image 45 in 
any one of the four primary directions the appropriate number of times and in the proper 
sequence the operator can reposition image 45 anywhere in the reference frame on the screen. 
For example, assume the operator wanted to move image 45 to position 45 A the operator could 
accomplish this transition with two moves, one in the east direction by activating buttons 30E or 
32E and one in the south direction by activating button 30S or 32S. In fact, one potentially 
could move image 45 to any position in the visual display 41 with no more than two moves; see 
col. 9, lines 18-28. 

The claims invention as represented, does not distinguish over the prior arts as discussed 

above. 

Conclusion 



4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cao (Kevin) Nguyen whose telephone number is (703)305-3972. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (703)308-3 1 16. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Cao (Kevin) N^iyeh 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2173 



